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Why are there no digital
scholarly editions of classical texts?

Paolo Monella, 2012
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What editorial model to follow?



Monella:

• Widen your research agenda!

• Embrace a plural and fluid concept of text!

• Join forces with post-classical philologists and linguists!

• Create comprehensively digital editions!

• Provide transcriptions of all witnesses!

• Apply digital tools for creating critical texts!



Philology first!



Scholarly digital editions are not merely publications in 
digital form; rather, they are information systems which 
follow a methodology determined by a digital paradigm, 
just as traditional print editions follow a methodology 
determined by the paradigms of print culture.

Given this narrow understanding of SDEs, many digital 
resources cannot be considered digital editions in this 
strict sense.

Criteria for Reviewing Scholarly Digital Editions, P. Sahle et al., 2014 (v1.1), 
http://www.i-d-e.de/publikationen/weitereschriften/criteria-version-1-1/



A digitized edition is not a digital edition.

A digital edition cannot be given in print without a 
significant loss of content and functionality.

A digital edition is guided by a digital paradigm in its 
theory, method, and practice.

Patrick Sahle, “What is a Scholarly Digital Edition (SDE)?” in Digital Scholarly Editing. 
Theory, Practice and Future Perspectives (Open Book Publishers, 2016), ed. Matthew 
Driscoll and Elena Pierazzo, 19-39.



Separation of content and form
Representation PresentationDocuments



A digital critical edition 

• is anchored in a historical analysis of the materials

• presents hypotheses about creation and change

• supplies a record and classification of difference over 
time, in many dimensions and in appropriate detail

Peter Robinson, “What is an Electronic Critical Edition?” Variants 1 (2002): 51-57



Manifestations of textual criticism

1. Critical notes

2. Mark-up

3. Metadata

4. Documentation

• apparatus criticus
• apparatus fontium
• apparatus biblicus
• commentary 

• explanatory notes
• historic-philological notes

• discursive notes
• present day relevance
• gender issues
• socio-critical notes



1. Critical notes

2. Mark-up

3. Metadata

4. Documentation

• structural mark-up
• internal & external references
• named entities
• linguistic & semantic mark-up

• part of speech
• lemmatization
• syntax

• content & types of annotation
• textual & intertextual
• rethorical
• metrical …

• identifiers

Manifestations of textual criticism



1. Critical notes

2. Mark-up

3. Metadata

4. Documentation

• author, work & edition

• genre, dates, keywords etc.

• bibliography

• imaging parameters

• etc.

Manifestations of textual criticism



1. Critical notes

2. Mark-up

3. Metadata

4. Documentation

• facsimiles

• MS descriptions

• transcriptions

• stemmatologic analysis

• indirect tradition

• editorial principles

• source codes, raw data

Manifestations of textual criticism



Minimum requirements of textual criticism

1. Critical notes
 Minimum requirement: apparatus criticus (?)

2. Mark-up
 Minimum requirement: structural mark-up (?)

3. Metadata
 Minimum requirement: author, work & edition (?)

4. Documentation
 Minimum requirement: msDesc, facsimiles, editorial principles (?)



1. Digital in wide sense, critical in a narrow sense

2. Works rather then documents

3. Leave to others what others do better
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1. Digital in wide sense, critical in a narrow sense

2. Works rather then documents

3. Leave to others what others do better

4. Create additional value across digital 
collections & corpora



Features & Functionalities

1. Search
2. Indices
3. Hyperlinks
4. Addressability
5. Versioning
6. Downloads & APIs

– full text (texts, apparatus, introductions 
etc.)

– advanced
• by logical operators/connectives
• with truncation

– facetted (based on metadata)
• geographic (places of origin)
• chronologic (centuries, decades)
• genre-specific (historici, poetae, 

philosophi, theologi, oratores, etc.; cf. TLG)

– facetted (based on mark up)
• categories of apparatus entries
• content of apparatus entries

– fuzzy



Features & Functionalities

1. Search

2. Indices

3. Hyperlinks

4. Addressability

5. Versioning

6. Downloads & APIs

– from mark up:
• TOC, named entities

– from metadata:
• authors, works, genres, 

periods, keywords etc.

– from lemmatized text:
• word indexes

– from documentation:
• mss, editorial methods



Features & Functionalities

1. Search
2. Indices
3. Hyperlinks
4. Addressability
5. Versioning
6. Downloads & APIs

– internally:
• text-wide: esp. text – apparatus
• work wide: text – facsimiles –

translations – accompanying material
• corpus-wide: textual references, 

dictionary entries, indices

– externally:
• digital archives: facsimiles and 

catalogue entries
• corpora: texts, contextual material
• encyclopedias & dictionaries
• ‘outsourced’ accompanying material: 

forums, audio, video, blogs, etc.



Features & Functionalities

1. Search

2. Indices

3. Hyperlinks

4. Addressability

5. Versioning

6. Downloads & APIs

– critical text:
• books, chapters, paragraphs, 

verses, stanzas, lines, words

• notes/apparatus entries

– mss./prints
• folios / pages

• descriptions

• transcriptions

– documentation

– versions



Features & Functionalities

1. Search

2. Indices

3. Hyperlinks

4. Addressability

5. Versioning

6. Downloads & APIs

– !

– ?



Features & Functionalities

1. Search
2. Indices
3. Hyperlinks
4. Addressability
5. Versioning
6. Downloads & APIs

– Input:
• XML, TEI, …?
• plain text, docx, …?
• pdf, jepg etc.

– Source files:
• XML, customized TEI 

– Downloads:
• XML, TEI, XSLT…
• plain text …
• pdf, ebook formats

– Open access: CC-by-SA …?
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Thank you!


